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(54) Optical disk write method 

(57) In a first step of an optical disk write method, 
an area for logical format information is reserved on an 
optical disk (21 ); in a second step, variable-length pack- 
ets, each packet including a demarcation block and a 
variable-length data block including a new file or a cor- 
rected file, on a data area, in response to a write instruc- 
tion for writing the new file or the corrected file; in a third 
step, a volume history indicating a logical structure of 
files is maintained and file logical information for written 
and deleted files is chronologically appended to the vol- 
ume history; in a fourth step, logical format information 
of the optical disk (21 ) is produced based on the volume 
history, in response to an instruction formalization; and 
in a fifth step, the logical format information, a lead-in 
area and a lead-out area are provided on the optical disk 
(21). 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an optical disk write 
method and, more particularly, to an optical disk write 
method tor writing data on a write-once optical disk en- 
abling writing of data, using an optical disk apparatus. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

A CD-R (compact disk-recordable) disk is an optical 
disk of a CD format enabling writing of data in a state in 
which the CD-R disk* is blank or the CD-R disk is not 
finalized yet. A CD-R disk (hereinafter, simply referred 
to as a disk) is a write-once optical disk which enables 
writing of data in a given area only once. 

A wrile method lor the disk is described in "Orange 
Book Part II" specifying the CD-R standards. Thefollow- 
ing write methods, based on the specified standards, 
are practiced in a conventional CD-R recording appara- 
tus. 

1 . Disk at once 

This is a method in which data is written in a lead- 
in area (LI A), a data area and a lead-out area (LOA) 
without any interval provided between the areas. Ac- 
cording to this method, it is possible to produce a disk 
in which no demarcation blocks (such as a link block) 
are provided in the middle of the data area, similarly to 
the case of an audio CD available on the market in which 
premastered data is written. This method is used to pro- 
duce a master CD disk. 

2. Track at once 

I n this method, a series of data beginning with a two- 
second pregap is written as a "track", and information 
indicating the position of this track is written in a program 
memory area (PMA) preceding the LIA. The above-de- 
scribed process for the track is repeated a desired 
number of times. When it is determined that no addition- 
al tracks are to be written, data is written in the LOA and 
the LIA on the basis of information in the PMA. In this 
way, the disk is finalized. 

This above-described method is mainly used when 
it is desired that musical tunes are written one by one 
on an audio disk having a CD-DA format. The same 
method may be used in the case of the CD-ROM. In the 
latter case, the number of tracks is normally set to one. 

3. Session at once 

Similarly to the case of the track at once method, a 
session is completed by writing data in the LOA and the 



LIA when several tracks have been written. According 
to this method, it is possible to produce a multi-session 
disk having a plurality of sessions recorded thereon. 
In a multi-session recording on a data disk such as 
5 a CD-ROM, the content of a volume may be modified 
by writing additional sessions. For example, the multi- 
session recording may be applied to a photo CD. 

4. Packet writing 

10 

Another method which is currently proposed is a 
packet writing method. In a packet writing, a track is 
formed by writing a plurality of packets. A packet com- 
prises a link block, a run in block, a user data block and 

is a run out block. The link block and the run in block dis- 
posed to precede a user data block are used as demar- 
cations for the packet. 

According to a fixed-length packet writing, the 
length of the user data blocks are identical to each other 

20 jn a track. According to variable-length packet writing, 
the length of the user data block is variable in a track. 

It will be noted that the disk at once method is orig- 
inally used to produce a master disk from which disks 
are mass-produced. Since data is sequentially written 

25 in the LIA, the data area and the LOA, without any in- 
terval between the areas, addition, modification or de- 
letion of data in units of a file are disabled in the disk at 
once method. 

It will be further noted that the standards for the 

30 track at once method only allows a total of 99 tracks to 
be formed one by one. In order to produce a disk in ac- 
cordance with the ISO9660 standards specifying the 
logical structure of the CD-ROM, it is necessary to allo- 
cate a track in an innermost area for storing logical for- 

35 mat information. For this reason, only a total of 98 files 
can be stored if one file is assigned to one track. Hence, 
the track at once method provides too small a number 
of files written, considering a 600 megabyte storage 
space where random writing operations and file correc- 

40 tions (which often produce additional files) are conduct- 
ed. 

It will be further noted that the session at once meth- 
od, like the track at once method, enables a total of 99 
tracks to be formed on a disk. In order to produce a disk 

45 that conforms to the ISO9660 standards, a track that 
serves as an area for storing logical format information 
must be provided for each session. When a plurality of 
files are written according to a multi-session recording 
in which one file is assigned to one session, the number 

50 of files that can be written is even more smaller than that 
provided by the track at once method. 

It will be further noted that by using the packet writ- 
ing method, the limit to the number of files written is elim- 
inated. However, in the fixed-length packet writing meth- 

55 cd, a file having a relatively extensive data length may 
reside in a plurality of packets, thus causing a CD-ROM 
read drive to be incapable of reading file data properly. 
If the user data block length becomes great, the number 
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of useless blocks increases, and the number of files that 
can be written is decreased accordingly. 

This brings us to the variable-length packet writing. 
However, no method for attaining random writing oper- 
ations and corrections has been realized. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly it is an object of the present invention 
to provide an optical disk write method in which the 
aforementioned problems are eliminated. 

Another and more specific object of the present in- 
dention is to provide an optical disk write method using 
a packet writing method, wherein random writing oper- 
ations and corrections are attained. 

In order to achieve the alorementioned objects, the 
present invention provides an optical disk write method 
for writing data on a write-once optical disk according to 
a predetermined format, using an optical disk recording 
apparatus, the optical disk write method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) reserving an area for logical format information 
on the optical disk before writing user data on the 
optical disk; 

(b) writing variable-length packets, each packet 
comprising a demarcation block and a variable- 
length data block including a new file or a corrected 
file, on a data area on the optical disk, in response 
to a write instruction for writing the new file or the 
corrected file; 

(c) maintaining, by the optical disk recording appa- 
ratus, volume history that comprises a set of first 
and second file bgical information of recorded files 
and indicates a logical structure of files on the opti- 
cal disk, and appending, to the volume history, first 
file logical information containing information relat- 
ing to write positions of the new files orthe corrected 
files written in response to the write instruction, and 
second file logical information provided for a file that 
is deleted in response to a delete instruction; 

(d) generating logical format information of the opti- 
cal disk on the basis of the volume history, in 
response to an instruction for finalizing the optical 
disk; and 

(e) finalizing the optical disk by writing the logical 
format information and data for a lead-in area and 
a lead-out area. According to the optical disk write 
method of the present invention, there is no limit to 
the number of files written because a target file to 
be written is included in a variable-length packet 
written on an optical disk. The volume history indi- 
cating the logical structure of the files on the optical 
disk is maintained by the recording apparatus until 
the optical disk is finalized. When the optical disk is 
finalized, the logical format information is written on 
the optical disk on the basis of the volume history. 
Hence, it is possible to perform, as required, writing 



of a new file, writing of a corrected file and deletion 
of a recorded file until the optical disk is finalized. 
The volume history has the file logical information 
appended thereto in the order that it is generated. 

5 Therefore, it is possible to reproduce the logical 
structure of the files in the past by tracing the vol- 
ume history to a desired file logical information writ- 
ten in the past. Since the packet is configured to 
contain a file or files, it is possible to read files on 

10 the optical disk processed by the write system of 
the present invention, using an ordinary optical disk 
read apparatus. 

In further accordance with the present invention, it 
75 js possible to perform as required creation, correction 
and deletion of a directory until the optical disk is final- 
ized. 

By providing an instruction for reproducing the file 
logical structure that was valid at a specified point of time 

20 jn the past, the first file logical information, the second 
file logical information and the directory information that 
were valid up to the specified point of time are made to 
remain valid in the volume history. Therefore, it is easy 
to reproduce the file logical structure valid at a desired 

2S point of time in the past. 

Provision of a volume history identification code of 
the present invention enables a recording apparatus to 
detect a volume history adapted for an optical disk. 
Therefore, it is possible extract an optical disk that is not 

30 finalized from an optical disk recording apparatus in the 
middle of a write operation so that another optical disk 
can be mounted on the optical disk recording apparatus 
and processed thereby in a write operation. In other 
words, it is possible to switch between a plurality of op- 

35 tical disks that are not finalized yet, so that the disks can 
be processed in parallel with each other in the write op- 
eration, using one optical disk recording apparatus. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
a system identification code specifying a type of write 

40 system and data indicating a zero capacity of an optical 
disk are written in a program memory area when the op- 
tical disk is initialized. Accordingly, a determination of a 
blank disk when a disk that is being processed by the 
write system of the present invention is mounted on an 

45 optical recording system other than the optical recording 
apparatus to which the present invention is applied. 
When an initialized optical disk is mounted on an optical 
disk recording apparatus to which the present invention 
is applied, a determination is given that the disk is being 

so processed by the write system of the same type. There- 
fore, the writing operation can be resumed properly. 

In further accordance with the present invention, a 
normal write power calibration is conducted using a 
power calibration area only when a period of time since 

55 the last write operation is longer than a preset time, and 
only when the normal power calibration is desirable. 
When the period of time since the last write operation is 
longer than the preset time, an appropriate write power 
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is calculated on the basis of a signal restored from a file 
written with a write power used in the last write opera- 
tion, and the calculated power is set as a write power 
for the next write operation. The limit to the number of 
times that files can be written which limit is imposed by 
the limit to the number of times that tests can be carried 
out in a power calibration area can be eliminated when 
it is desired that a more reliable write operation be exe- 
cuted by taking advantage of the write power calibration. 
According to this aspect of the present invention, it is 
possible to improve reliability and enable writing on an 
optical disk a desired number of times. 

The aforementioned objects can also be achieved 
by an optical disk write method for writing data on a 
write-once multi-session optical disk according to a pre- 
determined format, using an optical disk recording ap- 
paratus, the optical disk write method comprising the 
steps of: 



recording apparatus, and mount the disk on an opti- 
cal disk recording apparatus of the same type so as 
to execute the writing of a new session. 

s In accordance with another aspect of the present 

invention, even if the volume history on the recording 
apparatus is lost due to some trouble, it is possible to 
keep track of an accurate file structure on a current op- 
tical disk on the basis of an auxiliary volume history writ- 
io ten on the optical disk. 

In accordance with yet another aspect of the 
present invention, writing of a plurality of files as one 
packet is enabled so that the number of demarcation 
blocks not relevant to the user data can be reduced. Ac- 
75 cordingly, the data area can be effectively utilized when 
a large quantity of data is processed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objects and further features of the present in- 
vention will be apparent from the following detailed de- 
scription when read in conjunction with the accompany- 
ing drawings, in which: 



(a) reserving an area for logical format information 20 
of a session, on the optical disk before writing user 
data in the session; 

(b) writing variable-length packets, each packet 
comprising a demarcation block and a variable- 
length data block including a new file or a corrected 
file, on a data area on the optical disk, in response 
to a write instruction for writing the new file or the 
corrected file; 

(c) maintaining, by the optical disk recording appa- 
ratus, volume history that comprises a set of first 
and second file logical information of recorded files 
and indicates a logical structure of files on the opti- 
cal disk, and appending, to the volume history, first 
file logical information containing information relat- 
ing to write positions of the new files orthe corrected 
files written in response to the write instruction, and 
second file logical information provided for a file 
deleted in response to a delete instruction; 

(d) generating logical format information of the ses- 
sion on the basis of the volume history, in response 
to an instruction for finalizing the session; and 

(e) finalizing the session by writing the logical format 
information and data for a lead-in area and a lead- 
out area. According to the optical disk write method 
of the present invention, there is no limit to the 
number of files written because a target file to be 
written is included in a variable-length packet writ- 
ten on an optical disk. The volume history indicating 
the logical structure of the files in a session is main- 
tained by the recording apparatus until the session 
is finalized. When the session is finalized, the logi- 
cal format information is written in the session on 
the basis of the volume history. Hence, it is possible 
to perform, as required, writing of a new file, writing 
of a corrected file and deletion of a recorded file until 
the session is finalized. Once the session is final- 
ized, it is possible to extract the optical disk where 
the finalized session is written from an optical disk 



2s Fig. 1 shows the construction of a CD-R recording 
apparatus to which the optical disk write method of 
the embodiments of the present invention is 
applied; 

Fig. 2 shows an arrangement of data on a disk, the 
30 data being written according to the write system of 
the present invention; 

Figs. 3A and 3B explain an index (i indicating 
whether the write power is appropriately set, 
Fig. 3A showing a restored EFM signal, and Fig. 3B 
35 showing a relationship between the write power and 

P; 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart showing a procedure of writing 
on the disk according to the write system of the 
present invention; 
40 Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing a procedure of random 
writing/reading process of a step of Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 6 explains how data is arranged on a disk 
according to a second variation. 

4S DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Fig. 1 shows the construction of a CD-R recording 
apparatus 11 to which the optical disk write method of 
so the embodiments of the present invention is applied. 
The CD-R recording apparatus (optical disk write appa- 
ratus) 11 comprises a CD-R drive (optical disk drive) 12 
and a host computer 13. The CD-R drive effects data 
writing/reading processes on a CD-R (hereinafter, sim- 
ss p|y referred to as a disk) enabling recording of informa- 
tion, in accordance with a command from the host com- 
puter 1 3 described later. 

Fig. 1 only shows parts of the CD-R drive 12 rele- 
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vant to data recording process. 

A writing/reading part 14 ot the CD-R drive 12 com- 
prises a spindle motor 22 for rotating a disk 21 , a pickup 
23 for projecting a laser beam to a target track on the 
disk 21 to effect information writing/reading, a pickup 
feeding mechanism 24 for translating the pickup 23 in a 
radial direction of the disk 21, and a head amplifier 25 
for converting a signal restored by the pickup 23 into a 
signal having a predetermined level. The writing/reading 
part 1 4 also includes a servo circuit 26 for generating a 
wobble servo signal that controls the spindle motor 22 
and controlling the position of the pickup 23, an encoder 
31, and a CPU (central processing unit) serving as a 
controller for controlling the entirety of the CD-R drive 
12. 

The CD-R drive 12 has an interface circuit (herein- 
after, referred to as l/F) 34 and a buffer 32. 

The buffer 32 has a predetermined data storage ca- 
pacity and stores data supplied thereto by the host com- 
puter 1 3. For example, the buffer may have a capacity 
of 3 megabytes. An FIFO scheme, for example, is em- 
ployed in the buffer 32. According to this scheme, data 
is stored in the order that it is supplied from the l/F 34, 
and is read by the encoder 31 . The encoder 31 subjects 
the data supplied from the buffer 32 to EFM modulation, 
together with subcodes, in accordance with predeter- 
mined standards, and supplies the modulated data to 
the pickup 23. 

The CPU 33 is equipped with a ROM and a RAM. 
The CPU 33 is connected to the i/F 34 via a signal line 
37 comprising a data bus and a control line, and to the 
buffer 32 via a control line. The buffer 32 is connected 
to the l/F 34 via a data bus 39. 

Guide grooves (pregrooves) that are optically de- 
tectable are formed at track positions on the disk 21 be- 
fore the disk 21 stores any data. The wobbling signal is 
recorded by causing an optical beam to impinge upon 
the grooves in a zigzag mode. 

The servo circuit 26 generates a tracking signal and 
a focus signal on the basis of a restored signal obtained 
by the pickup 23 and supplied via the head amplifier 25, 
and supplies the tracking signal and the focus signal to 
the pickup 23. The servo circuit 26 also generates a 
wobble signal and supplies the same to the spindle mo- 
tor 22. Accordingly, the pickup 23 remains aligned with 
the track on the disk 21 and the rotation of the disk 21 
is controlled to have a constant speed with respect to 
the pickup 23. 

The host computer 13 comprises a CPU block 41, 
a hard disk drive (hereinafter, referred to as a HDD) 42, 
an l/F 43 for implementing interface with the CD-R drive 
12, a display 45, and an input unit 44. 

The CPU block 41 includes a CPU, a ROM, a RAM 
and an interface circuit for the HDD 42, the display 45 
and the input unit 44. The CPU block 41 is connected 
to the l/F 43 via a signal line comprising a data bus and 
a control line. 

The l/F 43 is connected to the l/F 34 of the CD-R 



drive 12 via a signal line comprising a data bus and a 
control line. The l/F 43 and the l/F 34 have the SCSI 
specification. The host computer 13 may be embodied 
by an ordinary personal computer. 

s In the CPU block 41 , a host system program for in- 

terfacing with a user and a write system program are 
executed. The write system program executing the write 
method of the present invention is executed under the 
control of the host system so as to carry out an operation 

10 of writing data on the disk 21. 

Fig. 2 shows an arrangement of data on the disk 21 , 
the data being written according to the write system of 
the present invention. The write system that implements 
the writing of data on the disk 21 is a program that is 

is executed in the CPU block 41 . 

The disk 21 is provided with a power calibration 
area (PCA), a program memory area (PMA), a lead-in 
area (LIA), a data area and a lead-out area (LOA) in the 
stated order toward the periphery of the disk 21 , the PCA 

20 being nearest the center. 

The PCA is accessed only when data is written on 
the disk 21. 

When the disk 21 is blank, that is, when no data is 
. written on the disk 21 , only pregrooves are formed and 
2S no data is written in the areas. ATIP data including ad- 
dress information is written in the pregrooves. The LIA 
can be found at a predetermined position. The LOA is 
found at varying positions on the disk 21 depending on 
the size of the data area. The outermost position of the 
30 data area (indicated by an arrow D M in Fig. 2) cannot be 
beyond an outermost address of the start position of the 
LOA. The outermost address of the start position of the 
LOA is encoded in the ATIP data in the LIA. 

The data area is provided with a reserved packet 
3S area, an ID area, and a user data area. In a write oper- 
ation on the disk 21 , the write system writes data in these 
areas. 

In the write system of the present embodiment, the 
variable-length packet writing method is employed 

40 when writing user data on the disk 21 in units of a file. 

As shown in Fig. 2, a packet comprises: a user 
block; a link block and four run in blocks arranged to 
precede the user data block; and two run out blocks ar- 
ranged subsequent to the user block. 

45 The size of a block is set to predetermined value 
such as 2 kilobytes. 

The user data block is configured to contain a min- 
imum number of blocks capable of including a user file 
to be written. For this reason, the number of blocks con- 

so tained in the user data block varies depending on the 
size of the user file. Accordingly, the length of the packet 
varies. 

The link block is a demarcation block in which a 
code indicating a demarcation is registered in a subcode 
ss in a 26th frame among 98 frames in a block. The four 
run in blocks and the two run out blocks are provided to 
adapt for dispersion of data when the data is interleaved 
in a coding process. No data is written in the run in 
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blocks. The four run out blocks also have a function of 
providing a time that ensures proper synchronization al- 
ter a demarcation provided by the link block is detected 
in a data read operation. 

In some cases, a plurality of user files may be writ- 
ten in a packet. 

By using the variable-length packet writing method, 
the limit to the number of files that can be written is elim- 
inated. Further, it is possible to write an inseparable file 
using a minimum number of blocks. 

The logical format information indicating the logical 
structure of the files written on the disk 21 is written in 
the reserved packet area in a finalization process, on 
the basis of the volume history described later. The log- 
ical format information is in accordance with the 
ISO9660 standards. In a two-second pregap at the head 
of the reserved packet area, a track descriptor block is 
provided. The track descriptor block contains written 
thereinto the type of the disk (CD-ROM, CD-I, CD- 
ROMXA etc.), information indicating whether or not the 
packet writing method is used, and information indicat- 
ing whether the fixed-length packet or the variable- 
length packet is used. The reserved packet area is re- 
served as an area containing a predetermined number 
of blocks at the start of a data write operation. 

During the write operation on the disk 21, that is, 
before the disk 21 is finalized, the write system main- 
tains, in the storage apparatus (for example, the HDD 
42) of the host computer 1 3, a file for the volume history 
indicating the logical structure of the files written on the 
disk 21 up to a given moment. 

The volume history stores the logical information of 
the files indicating recording positions (write addresses) 
of the files, in the event that the writing of a new file on 
the disk 21, the writing of a corrected file in place of a 
file already written on the disk 21 , deletion (invalidation) 
of a file already written, or the like occurs. 

By referring to the file logical information in the vol- 
ume history in the order that the information is written, 
the current volume content of the disk 21 , that is the cur- 
rent file structure on the disk 21 can be determined. 

The writing of a new file, the writing of a corrected 
file, deletion of a file already written are conducted with 
respect to a directory specified by a command issued to 
the write system. A directory -related change (creation, 
correction or deletion of a directory) not involving a 
change in any file may be performed. 

Therefore, the volume history includes information 
relating to directories. For example, the volume history 
maintains a history of information relating to the direc- 
tory structure and information relating to the corre- 
spondence between the directories and the files, in ad- 
dition to the file logical information which relates to the 
files. 

The file logical information generated in the event 
of a new recording, correction or deletion includes, for 
example, file identification data (for example, a file 
number), a file head address on the disk 21 (start ad- 



10 

dress of the user data block), a data length, information 
indicating a new recording, correction or deletion, and 
a process time/date. 

The logical format information indicating the logical 
5 structure of the files written on the disk 21 is written in 
the reserved packet area in a finalization process, on 
the basis of the volume history. 

As has been described, according to the present 
embodiment, the volume history is maintained in the 
HDD 42 until the disk 21 is finalized. When the disk 21 
is finalized, the logical format information is written in 
the reserved packet area on the disk 21 on the basis of 
the volume history. Therefore, it is possible to perform, 
as required, writing of a new file, writing of a corrected 
file, deletion of a recorded file, creation of a directory, 
correction of a directory, and deletion of a directory, until 
the disk 21 is finalized. 

The volume history keeps a chronological record of 
file logical information and directory information, the file 
logical information relating to a record of new recordings 
of a file, corrections of a file and deletions of file, and 
directory information relating to creations of a directory, 
corrections of a directory and deletions of a directory. 
Therefore, by relerring to the content of the volume his- 
tory maintained up to a certain point of time in the past, 
it is easy to reproduce the state of the file logical struc- 
ture of the disk 21 in the past. Hence, it is possible to 
made the write system better protected against deletion 
of data caused by an erroneous operation or an altera- 
tion by a third person. 

The volume history 42 is written in the HDD 42 from 
time to time as a temporary file in order to prevent the 
volume history from being lost due to an unexpected 
event such as a power down or a hangup. 

An IDNo. (volume history identification code) indi- 
cating correspondence between the volume history 
maintained by the host computer 13 and the disk 21 is 
written in the ID area when the disk 21 is initialized. The 
IDNo. is data (for example, a name of the volume histo- 
ry) for specifying the volume history for a given disk. 

The I D area is formed by a packet comprising a total 
of eight blocks; a link block, four run in blocks, a IDNo. 
block, and two run out blocks. 

Since the IDNo. registers correspondence between 
the disk 21 and the volume history, it is possible to ex- 
tract the disk 21 that is not finalized yet from the CD-R 
drive 12 and resume writing on the same disk 21 by 
mounting the same on the CD-R drive 12. Therefore, it 
is possible to write on a plurality of disks 21 that are not 
finalized yet, using a single CD-R recording apparatus 
11. 

When the disk 21 is initialized, a system IDNo. (sys- 
tem identification code) indicating the type of the write 
system and track data for preventing writing by a write 
system other than the write system of the present em- 
bodiment is written by the write system in the PMA. 

If the disk 21 that is being processed by the write 
system of the present embodiment is read by another 
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write system, a determination that the disk is blank is 
yielded, when no data is written in the PMA. This hap- 
pens because there is no data in the LI A, either. Con- 
sequently, data may be accidentally written on the disk. 

In order to prevent a determination of a blank disk, 5 
track data whose track No. 1 starts at a 0-minute-2-sec- 
ond-0 block and ends at a point at which the LOA starts 
when the LOA has a maximum size is written in the PMA 
when the disk 21 is initialized. With this arrangement, a 
write system other than the write system of the present 
embodiment determines that it is impossible to write on 
the disk 21 because the capacity thereof is dissipated. 
In this way, writing by a write system other than that pro- 
vided by the present embodiment is prevented. 

According to the write system of the present em- 
bodiment, it is possible to determine before a finalization 
that the write system is in the process of writing on the 
disk 21,. if data is absent in the LI A and track data is 
present in the PMA. 

The system IDNo. identifies the write system re- 
sponsible for the writing on the disk 21 . According to the 
Onnge Book specification, a disk identification code 
m-iy dc written in a MIN, SEC, BLOCK for the ADR 2 of 
the PMA as a six -digit BCD code. Therefore, the IDNo. 
ol the present embodiment is written in the above-men- 
tioned block. 

A code identifying the format of the disk 21 (CD- 
ROM, CD-I, CD-ROMXA etc.) may be written in a PSEC 
in the subcode. 

The PC A is an area provided for a power calibration 
and includes a test area and a count area. 

According to the write system of the present em- 
bodiment, variable-length packets are written in units of 
a file. Therefore, power calibration is ideally conducted 
each time a file is written. However, only a total of ninety- 
nine times of PCA testing is permitted in the standards. 

According to the write system of the present em- 
bodiment, write power is appropriately set in the follow- 
ing manner. 

When the disk 21 experiences a writing operation 
for the first time, a normal power calibration is conducted 
immediately before the writing operation. For the sub- 
sequent writing operation, a normal calibration is con- 
ducted immediately before the writing operation only if 
a period of time that elapsed since the last writing oper- 
ation is longer than a preset time. When an interval since 
the last writing operation is shorter than the preset time, 
writing is performed with a power used in the previous 
writing operation, whereupon a new write power is cal- 
culated and set on the basis of a restored signal. 

Figs. 3A and 3B explain an index p indicating wheth- 
er the write power is appropriately set. Fig. 3A shows a 
restored EFM signal, p indicates asymmetry of the re- 
stored signal and can be given by the following equation 

(1)- 

P=(A 3+ A 4 )/(A 1 -A 2 ) (1) 
where A-, and A 2 indicate positive and negative peak 



values, respectively, of a maximum-amplitude compo- 
nent in the restored EFM signal, and A 3 and A 4 indicate 
positive and negative peak values, respectively, of a 
minimum-amplitude component of the EFM signal. 

Fig. 3B shows a relationship between the write pow- 
er and p. As shown in Fig. 3B, the write power and p 
vary substantially linearly with respect to each other. 

In a normal calibration, random EFM data is written 
in the test area using several different levels of write 
power. Calculation of P of the restored EFM signal is 
made according to the equation (1) so as to obtain a 
write power that provides the most appropriate value of 
p. The write power that provides the most appropriate 
value of p is set as the most appropriate write power. 
Normally, the write power that provides p = 0.04 is set 
as the most appropriate write power. 

In a normal calibration, the relationship as shown in 
Fig. 3B between the write.power and p is obtained, and 
the gradient of the line is calculated. 

Each time a normal calibration is executed, one 
block of data is written in the count area. 

When an interval since the last writing operation is 
shorter than the preset time, a normal calibration is not 
carried out. A variable-length packet of a target file is 
written with the write power used in the previous writing 
operation. Subsequently, the write power for the subse- 
quent operations is set in the following manner. 

The file written by the power used in the previous 
writing operation is read, whereupon calculation of p of 
the EFM signal is made according to the equation (1). 
A calculation is then made of an offset of the obtained 
P value from 0.04. Variation of the write power that cor- 
responds to this offset is calculated on the basis of the 
gradient, obtained in the normal calibration, of the line 
indicating the relationship between the write power and 
p. The calculated power variation is subtracted from the 
current write power so that p has the value of 0.04, and 
the resultant value is set as the write power for the next 
writing operation. 

A description will now be given of a procedure of 
writing on the disk 21 according to the write system of 
the present embodiment. Fig. 4 is a flowchart showing 
a procedure of writing on the disk 21 according to the 
write system of the present embodiment. 

The host system and the write system of the present 
embodiment are executed on the CPU block 41 of the 
host computer 1 3. 

An user of the CD-R recording apparatus 11 per- 
forms various tasks including creation, correction and 
deletion of a user file on the host system. 

The host system maintains the user file on the HDD 
42 until the user completes a task. When the user com- 
pletes the task, the host system issues a command re- 
sponsive to the user task to the write system. 

The command issued to the write system include 
commands for writing of a new file, writing of a corrected 
file, deletion of a written file, creation, correction and de- 
letion of a directory, reproduction of the volume history, 
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a termination of an operation, and finalization of the disk. 
Commands instructing a file to be written includes spec- 
ification of a directory. 

The write system executes writing of a new file on 
the disk 21, writing of a corrected file, or appending of 
data to the volume history in accordance with a com- 
mand provided by the host system. 

When the power of the CD-R recording apparatus 
11 is ON, the write system starts an initialization in step 

1 01 . In step 1 01 , a determination is made as to whether 
or not the disk 21 is mounted on the CD-R drive 12. If 
the disk 21 is mounted, the control is turned over to step 

102, where the LI A on the disk 21 is read. 

In step 103, a signal restored from the LI A is re- 
ferred to in order to detect pregrooves. When the pre- 
grooves are detected, it is determined that the disk 
mounted is a CD-R disk. 

When the pregrooves are not detected, it is deter- 
mined that the disk is not a CD-R disk. The control is 
then turned over to step 116, where a normal reading 
process for a completed CD is performed. 

When the pregrooves are found, it is determined 
that a CD-R disk is mounted, and the control is turned 
over to step 104. In step 104, a determination is made 
as to whether or not data is written in the LIA so as to 
determine whether or not the disk 21 if finalized. 

If the disk 21 is finalized, the control is turned over 
to step 116, where a normal reading process is carried 
out. If the disk 21 is not finalized, the control is turned 
over to step 105, where the PMA is read. 

In step 106 (eighth step), a determination is made 
as to whether or not track data (written in step 107) is 
written in the PMA. If no track data is written in the PMA, 
it is determined that the disk 21 is blank, whereupon the 
control is turned over to step 107. 

In step 107 (seventh step), a system IDNo. identi- 
fying the write system and track data are written in the 
PMA. The track data written in step 1 07 is track data in 
which the track No. 1 starts at a 0-minute-2-second-0 
block (start address) and ends at an outer most address 
(end address) of the start position of the LOA. By writing 
the track data, a write system other than the system of 
the present embodiment yields a determination that the 
capacity of the disk 21 is dissipated so that writing op- 
eration is disabled, tn this way, writing by a write system 
other than that provided by the present embodiment is 
prevented. 

Before the writing process in step 107, a normal 
power calibration is performed so that the write power 
is set to an appropriate level. 

In step 108, a file for the volume history of the disk 
21 is created on the HDD 42 of the host computer 13. 
The volume history is provided with a volume history 
name for identification. At this stage, the volume history 
contains no data. 

In step 109 (first step and sixth step), the reserved 
packet area in which the logical format information is 
written is reserved in the data area on the disk 21 . The 



IDNo. (volume history identification code) identifying the 
name of the volume history of which a file is created in 
step 108 is written in the ID area subsequent to the re- 
served packet area. With this arrangement, correspond- 

5 ence between the disk 21 and the volume history on the 
host computer 1 3 can be properly established. 

After step 1 09, a random writing/reading process on 
the disk 21 is carried out in step 115. 

If it is determined in step 106 that no data is written 

10 in the PMA, a determination is made that the disk 21 has 
not yet been finalized and the write system is in the proc- 
ess of writing on the write disk, whereupon the control 
is turned over to step 110. In step 110, the write system 
searches the PMA for the system IDNo. If system IDNo. 

is cannot be detected, a determination is made that the 
disk 21 is not processed by the write system of the 
present embodiment, whereupon the control is turned 
over to step 111 , where the disk 21 is ejected. The con- 
trol is returned to step 101. 

20 |f the system IDNo. is detected in step 110, a deter- 

mination is made that the disk 21 is being processed by 
the write system of the present embodiment, whereupon 
the control is turned over to step 112, where the ID area 
in the data area is read so as to acquire the volume his- 

25 tory name. 

In step 11 3, a determination is made as to whether 
the volume history name resides on the host computer 
13. If the volume history name is not found on the host 
computer 13, a determination is made that the disk 21 

30 is not being processed by the write system of the present 
embodiment, and the control is turned over to step 114. 
Instep 114, the disk 21 is ejected, whereupon the control 
is returned to step 101. 

If the volume history name is found on the host corn- 

35 puter 13 in step 113, a determination is made that the 
disk 21 is being processed by the write system of the 
present embodiment, whereupon the control is turned 
over to step 115. In step 115, random writing/reading 
process in the disk 21 is carried out. 

40 Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing a procedure of random 

writing/reading process of step 115 of Fig. 4. 

In step 201 , the write system waits for a command 
from the host system. When a command is provided, 
the control is turned over to step 202, whereupon the 

45 process is terminated if the command provided is an end 
command. If the command provided is other than an end 
command, the control is turned over to step 203. 

In step 203, the file for the volume history having 
the volume history name acquired in step 112 of Fig. 4 

50 is retrieved from the HDD 42. 

In step 204, a determination is made as to whether 
or not the command provided is a read command. If an 
affirmative answer is yielded in step 204, the control is 
turned over to step 205, where the file specified by the 

55 command is read from the disk 21, and data is trans- 
ferred to the host system. The file is read such that the 
file logical information, the information relating to the di- 
rectory structure, and information relating to corre- 
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spondence between the directories and the files are re- 
ferred to in the volume history so that the address for 
the specified file on the disk 21 is obtained. After the 
process of step 205, the control is returned to step 201 , 
where the write system waits for a command again. 

It it is determined that the command provided is not 
a read command, a determination is made in step 206 
whether or not the command provided is a command for 
writing on the disk 21 . If the command provided is a com- 
mand instructing writing on the disk 21, that is, if the 
command is for writing a new file, writing a corrected 
file, or finalizing the disk 21, the control is turned over 
to step 207. 

In step 207, a determination is made as to whether 
or not the command provided is a finalizing command. 
It a negative answer is yielded in step 207, the control 
is turned over to step 208. In steps 208 - 214, the file 
specified by the command is written in the disk 21 , and 
information is appended to the volume history in asso- 
ciation with the writing of the file. 

In step 208, a determination is made as to whether 
or not the disk 21 experiences a writing operation for the 
first time. If an affirmative answer is yielded in step 208, 
the control is turned over to step 210. tn step 21 0 (tenth 
step), a normal power calibration, in which writing is car- 
ried out in the PCA with a plurality of power levels, is 
executed, thereby detecting the most appropriate write 
power that attains (i = 0.04. One new block of data is 
written in the count area. In this process, the mathemat- 
ical relationship between the write power and p is ob- 
tained and the gradient of the line indicating the relation- 
ship is obtained. After step 1 1 0, the control is turned over 
to step 211. 

If a negative answer is yielded in step 208, the con- 
trol is turned over to step 209 (ninth step), where a pe- 
riod of time that elapsed since the last writing operation 
is compared with a preset time. If an interval since the 
last writing operation is longer than the preset time, the 
control is turned over to step 210, whereupon a normal 
power calibration is carried out. 

If it is determined in step 209 that the interval since 
the last writing operation is shorter than the preset time, 
the normal power calibration is not carried out and the 
control is turned over to step 211 . 

In steps 211 and 212 (second step), a write process 
for writing a file on the disk 21 is executed. In step 211 , 
a write address at which the file is appended is obtained 
from the file logical information in the volume history. 
More specifically, the write address can be determined 
from the start address of the last appended file and the 
data length thereof. 

Further, the number of blocks that constitute a var- 
iable-length packet for the new or corrected file specified 
by the write command is determined. 

The write system feeds a command for writing the 
variable-length packet having the total number of blocks 
determined as described above, to the CD-R drive 12, 
the writing starting at the write address determined as 



described above. A data write command for the CD-R 
drive "1 2 is supplied to the CPU 33 of the CD-R drive 1 2 
via the l/Fs 43 and 34. 

The CPU 33 of the CD-R drive 1 2 issues an instruc- 
tion to the servo circuit 26 in accordance with the data 
write command Irom the host computer 13 so as to ini- 
tiate a seek operation for translating the pickup 23 to the 
specified address. Shortly before the seek operation is 
completed, the CPU 33 returns a signal that the seek 
operation is completed to the host computer 1 3 via the 
i/F 34. 

In step 212, the following process is executed so as 
to write the specified file in the disk 21 as a variable- 
length packet. 

The write system monitors a signal indicating that 
the seek operation is completed. If the signal indicating 
the completion of the seek operation has been provided 
by the CD-R drive 12, that is, if a seek operation com- 
pletion status has been attained, a packet is constructed 
from the specified file and the packet is transferred to 
the CD-R drive 12. 

More specifically, a link block and four run in blocks 
at the head of the packet are transferred first. Subse- 
quently, the specified file stored in the HDD 42 is read 
and the user data block containing the data for the file 
is transferred. Thereafter, two run in blocks are trans- 
ferred. 

A subcode and a block header comprising a sync 
signal, a block address and the tike are generated for 
each block. Each of the blocks are transferred in a state 
in which the block header is attached to the block. The 
subcode is transferred each time a block is transferred. 

Each block of the packet transferred to the CD-R 
drive 1 2 is fed to the buffer 32 via the l/F 34. The blocks 
are sequentially stored in an empty area of the buffer 32. 

Upon completion of the seek operation, the CPU 33 
of the CD-R drive 1 2 issues a command to start a writing 
operation to the encoder 31 . 

Upon receiving the command to start a writing op- 
eration from the CPU 33, the encoder 31 reads data in 
units of a block from the buffer 32 and modulates the 
read data together with the subcodes for respective 
blocks so as to produce modulated data. The encoder 
31 attaches a frame sync signal at each 588 channel bit 
interval and feeds the resultant data to the pickup 23. 

The packet constructed from the specified file is 
written on the disk 2 1 , starting at an address subsequent 
to a previously written packet. After the file is written in 
step 212, the control is turned over to step 213. 

If it is determined that the command provided by the 
host system is not a command for writing on the disk 21 , 
the control is turned over to step 213. The command 
that is not for writing on the disk 21 may be a command 
for deletion ol a file or creation, correction or deletion of 
a directory, or may be a reproduction command. 

In step 213, information is appended to the volume 
history in the event that a command that does not evoke 
the writing operation in step 212 is issued. 
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If the file is written in the disk 21 in step 212, the file 
logical information of the written file is appended to the 
volume history. As has been described previously, the 
file logical information includes, for example, file identi- 
fication data, a file head address on the disk 21 (start 
address of the user data block), a data length, informa- 
tion indicating a new recording or a correction, and a 
process time/date. Information that specifies corre- 
spondence between the written file and a specified di- 
rectory is added to the volume history. 

In case of a deletion command, the file logical infor- 
mation of the file to be deleted (invalidated) is added to 
the volume history. The file logical information includes, 
for example, file identification data, a file head address 
on the disk 21 , a data length, information indicating de- 
letion, and a process time/date. 

In case of a command for creation, correction or de- 
letion of a directory, directory structure information cor- 
responding to the command is added to the volume his- 
tory For example, in case of a command for creating a 
Jruciory. the name of a parent directory and the name 
ol h new directory are added to the volume history as 
drcctory structure information. 

In case of a reproduction command, that part of the 
information in the volume history which was valid before 
the dale and time specified by the reproduction com- 
mand is validated, and the data added after the specified 
date and time is invalidated. 

After the reproduction command is received, infor- 
mation valid up to the specified date and time, in con- 
junction with the information added in response to sub- 
sequent commands, constitute the volume history. 

After the process of step 113, the control is turned 
over to step 114 (eleventh step), where the file written 
in step 112 is restored and verified. If there is a data 
error, the same file is newly written on the disk 21 , and 
associated file logical information is added to the volume 
history. In parallel with the verification, the value of (i is 
acquired to correct the write power such that p = 0.04 is 
attained. The corrected write power thus obtained is set 
as the most appropriate write power for a next write op- 
eration. After step 114, the control is returned to step 
201 , and the write system waits for a next command. 

If it is determined that the command provided by the 
host system is a finalizing command, the control is 
turned over to step 215. In steps 215 - 219, a process 
relating to the finalizing is executed. 

In step 215 (fourth step), file logical information, di- 
rectory structure information, information specifying cor- 
respondence between the directories and the files are 
integrated along a time line so that a normal logical for- 
mat information that conforms to thelSO9660 standards 
is created. 

The logical format information comprises a volume 
descriptor, a directory record, a file record and a path 
table. 

The volume descriptor comprises a position (block 
address) of the path table and a directory record for a 



root directory. 

The directory record for a root directory stores point- 
ers indicating positions (block addresses) of subdirec- 
tories and files that can be found in the root directory, 

s and a data length of the files. 

The directory record is provided for each subdirec- 
tory and stores pointers indicating positions (block ad- 
dresses) of subdirectories and files that can be found in 
the subdirectory, and a data length of the files. 

io The file record stores pointers indicating positions 
(block addresses) of files, and a data length of the files. 

The path table is provided so that the pickup is able 
to arrive at any given directory in one seek operation. 
The path table relates to subdirectories and stores the 

is name of directories and positions (block addresses) of 
the directories. 

In step 216, a period of time that elapsed since the 
last writing operation is determined. If an interval since 
the last writing operation is longer than a preset time, a 

20 normal power calibration is executed as is done in step 
210, so that the most appropriate write power is deter- 
mined. If the interval since the last writing operation is 
shorter than the preset time, the write power used in the 
last write operation continues to be set as the write pow- 

2S er. 

In steps 217-219 (fifth step), the disk 21 is finalized. 
In step 217, the logical format information created in 
step 215 is written in the reserved packet area reserved 
on the disk 21 . More specifically, a packet is constructed 

30 from the logical format information. A command instruct- 
ing the CD-R drive 1 2 to write the packet on the disk 21 , 
starting at the head of the reserved packet area 
(O-minute-O-second-O block), is provided to the CD-R 
drive 12. The packet for the logical format information is 

35 transferred to the CD-R drive 1 2. In this way, the packet 
for the logical format information is written in the re- 
served packet area. 

In step 218 that follows, a code indicating the LOA 
is written in the LOA. Subsequently, in step 21 9, a TOC 

40 is written in the LI A. The TOC contains data indicating . 
a start position (0-minute-2-second-0 block) and an end 
position of the track 1 constituting the data area, data 
indicating the type of the disk (CD-ROM, CD-ROMXA, 
CD-I etc.), data indicating the single session, and the 

45 |jke. When the process of step 219 is completed, the 
finalizing process is completed. 

As has been described, the present embodiment 
ensures that an area for the logical format information 
is reserved as a reserved packet area. The volume his- 

so tory is maintained on the HDD 42 until the disk 21 is 
finalized. When the disk 21 is finalized, the logical infor- 
mation derived from the volume history is written in the 
reserved packet area on the disk 21 . Therefore, it is pos- 
sible to perform, as required, writing of a new file, writing 

ss of a corrected file, deletion of a recorded file, creation 
of a directory, correction of a directory, and deletion of 
a directory, until the disk 21 is finalized. 

Thanks to the IDNo. that indicates correspondence 
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between the disk 21 and the volume history, it is possible 
to switch between a plurality of disks 21 that are not fi- 
nalized yet so that the disks 21 can be processed in par- 
allel with each other in the write operation. 

By referring to the volume history so as to determine s 
the content that was valid up to a point of time specified 
by a reproduction command, it is easy to reproduce the 
state of the file logical structure on the disk 21 valid at 
the specified point o1 time. Hence, it is possible to made 
the write system better protected against deletion of 
data caused by an erroneous operation or an alteration 
by a third person. 

In the above-described embodiment, it is possible 
to extract the disk 21 from the CD-R recording apparatus 
while the disk 21 is being processed in the write opera- 
tion. However, it is assumed that the disk 21 is proc- 
essed in the write operation by the same CD-R record- 
ing apparatus -11 which maintains its volume history 
through the end of the finalization. 

In a stale where the logical format information is not 
written in the reserved packet area yet, the disk 21 ex- 
tracted from a first CD-R recording apparatus 11 cannot 
be processed either in a write operation or in a read op- 
eration by a second CD-R recording apparatus 11 which 
has the same write system but has not processed the 
disk 21 , because the second CD-R recording apparatus 
11 does not maintain a file for the volume history of the 
disk 21. 

In one approach to resolve this inconvenience, the 
present invention provides variations of the write meth- 
od that employ multi-session recording. The procedure 
of the write system o1 a first variation is virtually the same 
as the procedure shown in Figs. 4 and 5 referred to in 
the foregoing embodiment, a difference from the fore- 
going embodiment being that the volume history is not 
maintained for the entirety of the disk 21 and used in the 
write operation. A plurality of volume histories each as- 
sociated with respective sessions on the disk 21 are 
maintained and used in the write operation. 

When it is required that the disk 21 that is being 
processed in the write operation be extracted from a first 
CD-R recording apparatus 11 and continue to be proc- 
essed by a second CD-R recording apparatus 11, the 
user issues an instruction to finalize the current session 
to the write system. The write system that received the 
instruction to finalize the session turns the disk into a 
multi-session disk and finalizes the current session. 
More specifically, the write system produces the logical 
format information based on the volume history of the 
finalized session (fourteenth step) and then writes the 
logical format information at the head of the data area 
as part of the finalization process. The write system then 
writes a start address and an end address of the track 
for the finalized session, in the PMA and in the LIA for 
the finalized session. The LOA is provided subsequent 
to the data area for the finalized session. A code indi- 
cating the multi-session is written in the LIA (fifteenth 
step). 



The system IDNo. is written in the PMA, and the 
volume history is written in the ID area. 

A case is now assumed where the disk 21 that is 
extracted from a first CD-R recording apparatus 1 1 after 
a first session is finalized is mounted on a second CD- 
R recording apparatus 1 1 having the same write system. 
In this case, the write system of the second CD-R re- 
cording apparatus 11 recognizes that the disk 21 mount- 
ed has been processed by the write system of the same 
type, based on the system IDNo. The write system of 
the second CD-R recording apparatus 1 1 also recogniz- 
es that the first session of the multi-session is finalized. 
The write system then searches for the LIA of the sec- 
ond session. 

Since the disk 21 that is extracted after the first ses- 
sion is finalized does not have any data relating to sub- 
sequent sessions including the second session, the 
write system determines that the LIA for subsequent 
sessions including the second session is not present. 

An initialization is then carried out in order to enable 
data relating to subsequent sessions to be written. More 
specifically, the host computer 13 creates a file for the 
volume history that corresponds to the second session. 
Next, the LIA and the reserved packet area lor the sec- 
ond session are reserved (eleventh step) and the name 
of the volume history is written in the ID area. 

Thereafter, as in the case of the foregoing embod- 
iment shown in Fig. 5, it is possible to append informa- 
tion to the volume history for the second session (thir- 
teenth step) in response to the writing of a new or cor- 
rected file (twelfth step), deletion of a file, or creation, 
correction or deletion of a directory. 

The initialization, the writing of data, the appending 
of information to the volume history and the finalization 
process are executed in the same manner for each ses- 
sion. 

When it is desired that the disk 21 is extracted in 
the middle of a session and continue to be processed 
in the same CD-R recording apparatus 11 in the write 
operation, the user does not issue a command for final- 
ization of the session before extracting the disk 21. In- 
stead, the user issues an end command. 

In the above-described case, the write system does 
not finalize the current session. Instead, the write sys- 
tem causes the disk 21 to be ejected while maintaining 
the volume history for the currently processed session 
on the host computer 13. 

When the disk 21 is extracted in the middle of a ses- 
sion and mounted again on the same CD-R recording 
apparatus 11 that has processed the disk 21 , the write 
system of the CD-R recording apparatus 11 tries to de- 
tect a session that has not yet been finalized in a search 
operation. Since the ID area for the session not finalized 
contains the volume history name, it is possible to find 
the volume history file for the session on the host com- 
puter 13, based on the volume history name. 

On the basis of the volume history thus found, it is 
possible to resume the session. 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



SO 



55 



21 



EP0 712 130 A1 



22 



If the disk 21 is extracted in the middle of a session 
and then mounted on a different CD-R recording appa- 
ratus 11, the write system of the different CD-R record- 
ing apparatus 11 does not write anything and ejects the 
disk 21 because the volume history name written in the 
ID area of the disk 21 is not found on the host computer 
13. 

If the disk 21 in which the session is finalized is 
mounted on a CD-R recording apparatus having the 
write system, other than the write system of the present 
embodiment, adapted for multi-session recording, the 
write system other than that of the present embodiment 
is capable of effecting writing of a new file, and correc- 
tion or deletion of a file in the sessions on the disk 21 . 

The write system adapted for multi-session record- 
ing includes a photo CD write system in which the logical 
format information is updated for each session. 

Finalized sessions on the extracted disk 21 can be 
read using a normal CD-ROM read apparatus. 

As has been described above, the first variation en- 
ables writing of a new file, writing of a corrected file, de- 
letion of a written file, creation, correction and deletion 
of a directory to be carried out as required in each ses- 
sion. 

Once a session is finalized, the disk 21 can be ex- 
tracted from the CD-R recording apparatus 11 that proc- 
essed the writing of the session and mounted on another 
CD-R recording apparatus 11 having a write system of 
the same type, so that the writing of a new session can 
be performed. 

Fig. 6 explains how data is arranged on a disk ac- 
cording to a second variation. According to the second 
variation, the sub-volume history (auxiliary volume his- 
tory) having the same content as the volume history 
maintained on the host computer 13 according to the 
foregoing embodiment is written near the outermost 
area on the disk 21 . 

Information (file logical information, directory struc- 
ture information and information relating to correspond- 
ence between directories and files) occurring or updated 
in the event of write, correction and deletion commands 
issued to the write system is written in a sub-volume his- 
tory area as packets. 

A capacity that corresponds to about 30 seconds 
exists between an outermost address of the start posi- 
tion of the LOA and the periphery. Accordingly, in order 
to take full advantage of the capacity of the disk 21 , the 
outermost address (indicated by an arrow in Fig. 6) 
of the start position of the LOA is set to be a start position 
at which a first packet of the sub-volume history is writ- 
ten. 

Packets that constitute the sub-volume history are 
written starting at the above-mentioned start position, 
toward the periphery. Packets that are appended are 
written toward the center with respect to the already writ- 
ten packets. Therefore, responsive to commands is- 
sued to the write system, packets are successively ap- 
pended in the sub-volume history area such that a pack- 



et appended later is written further away from the pe- 
riphery, that is nearer the center (as indicated by an ar- 
row Dt of Fig. 6), than the packets that are already ap- 
pended. The aspects other than the writing of the sub- 

5 volume history on the disk 21 are the same as the as- 
pects of the foregoing embodiment. 

Since the sub-volume history is written on the disk 
21 according to the second variation, it is possible to 
continue to write on the disk 21 based on the sub-vol- 

io ume history even if the volume history of the host com- 
puter 1 3 is lost due to some trouble. Finalization of the 
disk 21 can be carried out without any problem so that 
the reliability is significantly improved. 

A description will now be given of a third variation 

15 of the write system. In the third variation, real-time ac- 
cess for writing on a CD-R disk is not conducted. An 
erasable medium such as a hard disk is used as a buffer 
when writing on the CD-R disk. A plurality of files written 
in the buffer within a predetermined period of time are 

20 written en bloc on the CD-R disk as one packet, the en 
bloc writing being conducted at predetermined intervals. 

The third variation enables writing of a plurality of 
files as one packet on the CD-R disk. Therefore, the 
number of blocks at respective ends of the packets 

25 which blocks are not relevant to the user data can be 
reduced. Hence, the third variation is particularly suita- 
ble for a case in which a great number of files are proc- 
essed. 

For example, the third variation enables CD-R re- 
30 cording apparatus capable of random writing/reading to 
be used as a file server or a jukebox, for example, which 
are characterized by their capability to process a plural- 
ity of disks and a great number of files at the same time. 
In this way : the data area can be utilized more effectively. 
35 The present invention is not limited to the above de- 
scribed embodiments, and variations and modifications 
may be made without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. 



40 

Claims 

1. An optical disk write method for writing data on a 
write-once optical disk (21 ) according to a predeter- 
45 mined format, using an optical disk recording appa- 
ratus (11), said optical disk write method comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) reserving an area for logical format informa- 
nt* tion on said optical disk (21 ) before writing user 

data on said optical disk (21 ); 

(b) writing variable-length packets, each packet 
comprising a demarcation block and a variable- 
length data block including a new file or a cor- 

55 rected file, on a data area on said optical disk 

(21 ), in response to a write instruction for writ- 
ing the new file or the corrected file; 

(c) maintaining, by the optical disk recording 
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apparatus (11), volume history that comprises 
a set of first and second file logical information 
of recorded files and indicates a logical struc- 
ture of files on said optical disk, and appending, 
to said volume history, first file logical informa- s 
tion containing information relating to write 
positions of the new files or the corrected files 
written in response to the write instruction, and 
second file logical information provided for a file 
that is deleted in response to a delete instruc- 10 
tion; 

(d) generating logical format information of said 
optical disk (21 ) on the basis of said volume his- 
tory, in response to an instruction for finalizing 
said optical disk (21); and is 

(e) finalizing said optical disk (21) by writing 
said logical format information and data for a 
lead-in area and a lead-out area. 

The optical disk write method as claimed in claim 1 , 20 
characterized in that said step (c) includes the steps 
of maintaining files on said optical disk (21 ) with ref- 
erence to directories, and appending directory infor- 
mation to said volume history in response to a direc- 
tory creation instruction, a directory correct instruc- 25 
tion and a directory delete instruction. 

The optical disk write method as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized in that said step (c) includes the steps 
of adding write data/time information to said first file 30 
logical information, second file logical information 
and directory information and appending the same 
to said volume history, and invalidating, in response 
to a reproduction instruction for instructing repro- 
duction of the logical structure of the files at a certain 35 
point of time in the past, information added to said 
volume history after a specified point of time while 
maintaining information included in said volume his- 
tory before the specified point of time as valid infor- 
mation. 40 

The optical disk write method as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized in that said step (c) includes the steps 
of maintaining the volume history of each of a plu- 
rality of said optical disks (2 1 ), said optical disk write 45 
method further comprises the step of: 

(f) writing, when said optical disk (21) is initial- 
ized, a volume history identification code indi- 
cating the volume history corresponding to said so 
specific optical disk (21) on a predetermined 
area on said optical disk (21 ). 

The optical disk write method as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized by further comprising the steps of: 55 

(g) writing, in a program memory area, a system 
identification code specifying a type of write 



system and data indicating a zero capacity of 
the optical disk (21 ), when said optical disk (21 ) 
is initialized, 

(h) determining that the specified type of write 
system is in the process of writing, when said 
system identification code and the data indicat- 
ing a zero capacity of the optical disk are written 
in said program memory area. 

6. The optical disk write method as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized by further comprising the steps of: 

(i) comparing a period of time that elapsed 
since a last writing operation with a preset time; 
(j) carrying out a calibration of a normal write 
power using a power calibration area, when it 
is found that the time that elapsed since the last 
writing operation is longer than the preset time; 
(k) calculating, on the basis of a read signal 
derived from a file, an appropriate write power 
immediately after the file has been written with 
a write power previously set, and setting the 
appropriate write power as a current write 
power. 

7. An optical disk write method for writing data on a 
write-once multi-session optical disk (21 ) according 
to a predetermined format, using an optical disk 
recording apparatus (11), said optical disk write 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) reserving an area for logical format informa- 
tion of a session, on said optical disk (21) 
before writing user data in said session; 

(b) writing variable-length packets, each packet 
comprising a demarcation block and a variable- 
length data block including a new file or a cor- 
rected file, on a data area on said optical disk 
(21 ), in response to a write instruction for writ- 
ing the new file or the corrected file; 

(c) maintaining, by the optical disk recording 
apparatus (11), volume history that comprises 
a set of first and second file logical information 
of recorded files and indicates a logical struc- 
ture of files on said optical disk (21), and 
appending, to said volume history, first file log- 
ical information containing information relating 
to write positions of the new files or the cor- 
rected files written in response to the write 
instruction, and second file logical information 
provided for a file deleted in response to a 
delete instruction; 

(d) generating logical format information of said 
session on the basis of said volume history, in 
response to an instruction for finalizing said 
session; and 

(e) finalizing said session by writing said logical 
format information and data for a lead-in area 
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and a lead-out area. 

8. The optical disk write method as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized in that an auxiliary volume history 
having the same content as said volume history is 5 
written as required on a predetermined area on said 
optical disk (21). 

9. The optical disk write method as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized in that a buffer (32) for writing files on 10 
said optical disk (21) is provided in an erasable 
recording medium, and step (b) is executed such 
that, instead of writing files one by one on said opti- 
cal disk (21), a plurality of files on said buffer (32), 

a packet built from a plurality of files written on said 1 $ 
buffer (32) is written at predetermined intervals on 
said optical disk (21). 
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